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Project

Concept of Emancipation is a project 
that aims to celebrate and explore 
the diversity of the people in our 

modern world. The time we live in can be 
exhausting and difficult, but Reem hopes 
that this series highlights how far we have 
come in our self-expression and our rights 
as individuals. Six portraits of people, 
perhaps from very different lives, united and 
simultaneously anonymised through colour 
and shape. The subjects primarily present 
as
feminine, al though some are more 
ambiguous than others as the series also 
explores gender identity and what it is to be 
“female”.
The artist hopes you will look at these and 
find some familiarity in the faces. Hopefully 
you see the beauty in these faces and be 
reminded of your beauty, and of the people 
in your life.
This, in its entirety, is a collection centred 
around empowerment and the joy of being 
alive.





BOLD

This piece was the inception of the 
idea. I was inspired by fashion 
illustrations and wanted to draw 
someone who exudes confidence.



Habibti

The piece I created for myself, I feel that 
Arabs are under-represented and often
mis-represented. I wanted to create a 
piece that my younger-self would have 
wanted to see.



Auntie

That person who is not related 
to you, but is basically family.



Them

Beauty is not confined to the 
gender binary.



Strong-willed

I hope you look at this 
portrait and think, “wow, this 
person is confident”



Rediscovery

Inspired by someone in my life who 
i s s t r o n g , a n d d i s c o v e r i n g 
themselves, and their strength 
again.



Born in the 90s, Reem Al-Refaie is an artist 
who started off creating drawings inspired 
by the cartoons she grew up with. Art 
became an important tool for expression, 
and she began to develop this as she 
undertook evening classes during her time 
in Plymouth. As she began to explore her 
artistic voice, she found inspiration in a 
variety of places, such as modern skater 
aesthetic and early 20th century 
expressionism. Although naive, her art 
explores the world around her with a playful 
and almost sarcastic view.   Growing up in 
the digital age, her art is predominantly 
digital - where she explores how to create a 
sense of texture in a 2D medium.
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